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Beach Cleaning for groups and schoolsBeach Cleaning for groups and schools

Taking part in a beach clean and survey event is an excellent way of encouraging
young people to connect with their local environment, take community
responsibility and enjoy the great outdoors. Not only that, beach cleaning is an
opportunity to take learning outside and into the local environment. Marine litter is
a problem that we can all play a part in solving, and what better way to start than
with a day at the beach?! 

Get InvolvedGet Involved 

There are heaps of opportunities to get involved. You could either join our year-
round Beachwatch programme, with events held throughout the year, or join our
Great British Beach Clean, our yearly flagship event held on the third weekend in
September around the UK. 

Whichever you decide to take part in, you can chose to sign up to a clean led by
one of our Beachwatch volunteer organisers or you can register as an organiser
yourself and lead your own beach clean for your group. Your school or group could
even adopt the beach to survey four times a year. 

If you chose to run your own clean, we've all the information you'll need to help
you get set up, it's not as tricky as it sounds! 

Before the day Before the day 

Register for your chosen event, making sure you check the 'groups' box and give
the number in your group. 

Download your free copy of Teach on the Beach, packed with games, activities
and advice for a fun filled, educational day at the beach with your class or group. 
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Discuss the event with your group, outlining expectations and, if appropriate go
through the survey form. For younger children the content may not be appropriate
in which case an adult should survey for each group on the day. 

Use an interactive map to locate your local beach. Examine the map, identifying
key features (compass points, land, ocean) to orientate children. Zoom in to
examine features children may be familiar with, or that identify this particular
beach (pier, esplanade, amusements etc). 

Discuss the safety details below and general organisation for the day with your
students before you arrive at the beach. 

What to bring What to bring 

Drinking water in a re-useable bottle 

Gloves 

Suitable clothing, including closed shoes and rain coat 

A copy of Teach on the Beach and any resources you need 

If you are going to have a packed lunch, challenge the children to try and bring
foods with as little plastic packaging as possible 

On the day On the day 

As there are obvious risks related to working on a beach, groups should be divided
into smaller groups of 4/5, ideally with an adult working with each, for children
under 11. This is to ensure both the safety of the children and the accuracy of the
data recording. Please note, young people remain the responsibility of their class
teacher or group leader at all times. 

Be sure to arrive in good time as there
will be an important safety briefing
given by the organiser. Young people
should be encouraged to listen
carefully and adult leaders should
reiterate key points as necessary.
Identify the survey area and make it
clear to your group that they must not
leave this area without permission.

Please also reiterate the importance of surveying each piece of litter as the data is
vital to our pollution work. 

Groups should work their way across the survey area collecting every man-made
litter item that it is safe to pick up. Each item should be recorded on the survey
form. The aim is to remove every bit of litter over the 100m stretch. This will then
be collected and weighed. Survey forms and equipment should be handed in at the
end. The results of the UK wide GBBC will be released later in the year. 

Most importantly though, Great British Beach Clean is a chance for children to have
a bit of fun and be empowered to do their bit for nature, key skills for the modern
world. 

Follow us onFollow us on Quick linksQuick links
Contact us

Awards and accreditationsAwards and accreditations

http://www.mcsuk.org/beachwatch/sites/mcsuk.org.beachwatch/files/resources/Beachwatch%20Volunteer%20form.pdf
http://www.mcsuk.org/downloads/coolseas/resources/444-2015%20Cool%20Seas%20Explorers%20Teachers%20Booklet%2024pp%20A4%20WEB.pdf
http://www.facebook.com/mcsuk
http://twitter.com/mcsuk
http://www.youtube.com/user/YourSeasYourVoice
https://www.mcsuk.org/contact_mcs/
https://www.mcsuk.org/beachwatch/groups-and-schools#top


About MCS
Jobs
Privacy Policy
Press
Annual report and review  

Copyright MCS 2015 All rights reserved. Marine Conservation Society | Company Limited by Guarantee No. 2550966

Registered Charity No. England and Wales No. 1004005 | Scotland No. SC037480

Got It No ThanksWe use cookies to maximise and personalise your experience with our website and social media features. We analyse our traffic via Third Party

cookies who use this information to personalise ads. By clicking “Got it” on this bar you agree to us placing cookies on your device. For more information see our Privacy

Policy. If you wish to withdraw your consent then please see our Cookie Information page.

http://www.facebook.com/mcsuk
http://twitter.com/mcsuk
http://www.youtube.com/user/YourSeasYourVoice
https://www.mcsuk.org/information/About+MCS/About+MCS
https://www.mcsuk.org/jobs/Jobs
https://www.mcsuk.org/data/privacy-policy
https://www.mcsuk.org/press
https://www.mcsuk.org/information/About+MCS/About+MCS/Annual+review
http://www.mcsuk.org/
https://www.mcsuk.org/data/privacy-policy
https://www.mcsuk.org/data/how-mcs-uses-cookies

